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Quarter 3, 2021

From Matthew
I bring you greetings from Alan Potter, the son of
Lance and Barbara Potter who were married here
at Spicer Uniting Church on 15/12/1943. Alan
has shared this photograph of the Sunday School
Anniversary in the early 1960s. Please note the
ladies wearing hats in the balcony.
Sunday School Anniversaries were a ‘big deal’ in those days and you can see from
the photograph that Sunday School was very well attended.

The Potter Family were very active in the church for the next 40 years or
thereabouts. Lance, a builder, did many renovations on the church and manse back
in the 50’s to 70’s and was a member of the Men’s Fellowship. Barbara was active
in many areas, especially the Choir and Women’s Fellowship. Alan was a Sunday
School attendee, Commander of the Order of Knights and member of the Youth
Fellowship and various sporting groups and Sunday School teacher and then
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Superintendent in 1972 before moving out of the district. Lance and his wife were
married at Spicer on 3/1/1970.
They were also the days of beautiful
floral arrangements every Sunday.
I assured Alan that we continue
to be blessed with beautiful floral
arrangements to this day. I have invited
Alan to join us for worship whenever
he is in the area.
Looking back can be fun. We enjoy the memories and smile at the changes. I doubt
that hat wearing is going to make a comeback here. We may even wonder what
future generations will smile and wonder about when they look back at 2021.
You and I are called to look forward.
We did this in May this year as we gathered to review our ministry needs at Spicer.
In the next few weeks, we will be hearing more about what this review means for
us. Please pray for the Elders as they gather for a special Church Council meeting
on Wednesday the 1st of September. This review will help us continue moving
forward in new directions as a worshiping community here in St Peters.
One thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead,
I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me
heavenward in Christ Jesus.
(Philippians 3:13b-14 NIV)
We look for ministry that will help people explore their faith, connect with God,
each other and the wider community. And we look for ministry opportunities to
respond to God and work toward a world where God is glorified. Our response
to God is our worship. Giving glory to God is our highest calling.
I look forward to us continuing to grow into the church that God is calling us to
be. A church that is relevant in the post-Covid era. A church that excites people.
A church that meets the spiritual needs of our community. A church that makes a
difference in a time when we are expected to mind our own business. A church
that gives glory to God.
Please pray for your church.
God bless,
Matthew
(Photographs by Barbara Potter c/- Alan Potter. With thanks)
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Dear Friends,
I am writing this the day after the great joy of Music night 2021. Who knew that
you could do 80% of Nutbush City Limits in your seat? No doubt there will be a
separate report about that wonderful night so I will leave that topic.
In our monthly meetings, your Church Council continues to oversee and receive
reports with respect to the health of our many small groups, receive monthly
RAD reports into the finances and the many projects with respect to our aging
buildings, be aware of the pastoral concerns including oversight of our staff, ensure
the vibrancy of worship and set and supervise the events calendar. It is also our
responsibly to seek to discern our mission and to strive to ensure that this is the
centre of each decision and project, new or existing.
It was with immense sadness that we saw Jill Miller’s decline in health, then her
sudden death a few weeks ago. Such was her commitment to Church Council that
she managed to come to the morning session of the CC retreat Mission planning
day in February. We miss her pragmatic, and articulate wisdom sourced from a deep
clear faith. It came as no surprise, knowing the depth of Spicer’s caring community,
that a call for meals and gardening help for Jill was overwhelmed with volunteers.
We are grateful to Warwick for his years of service as CC secretary, a role he
performed with lovely humour and amazing efficiency. Julia Lloyd-Jones is doing a
stellar job as our new CC secretary.
Our newer members of CC, Cate Bond, Emma Parkinson , Kate Argue and Richard
Young have greatly enhanced the diversity of CC membership. This can only
improve our decision process.
We hosted a welcome to new members in early June, as a way for them to meet
the CC members , meet each other and have a tour of the labyrinth that is the
Spicer facilities.
CC is grateful to Deb Niven and all the Sunday School volunteers, for implementing
an invigorated programme for both the young children and youth.
As mentioned we undertook a day long Mission Planning day with Rev Mark
Schultz in February 2021. Many of you contributed to that process by participating
in the congregational consultation event on 16 May 2021.
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We have received Mark’s report and have convened a special CC meeting to
discuss and prayfully consider that report and where that might lead us in our
mission and service to the community.
Please do approach any member of CC at any time if you have a concern, idea or
query.
Lastly, I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the Spicer Connects
event on 18 September. A creative new event with something that will interest
most of us!
With every blessing,
Pam Mc Ewin
Chair Spicer Church Council

Spicer is in a sound financial position and is tracking marginally better than we
had budgeted. Our income from the hire of our buildings is significantly down
due to Covid, however this has been more than offset by not yet having found a
Music Director.
The good news is we are forecasting a balanced result this calendar year.
RAD will soon be looking at forecast expenses in 2022 at which time we will be
able to assess what shortfall, if any, we will need to address.
Investing in our solar system was a wise decision! I am very pleased to say we have
not had to pay any power bills this year and our account is in credit and is soon to
be topped up as we move into the warmer months.
The savings year to date are over $2300.
Spicer recently invested in steel shelving units and cabinets for the playgroup
storage area and ESS storage room for the purpose of improving safety.
In the next month or two (waiting for warm weather) we will be undertaking
painting and repairs to plasterwork in the church behind the organ and in the hall.
We anticipate the work to take 2 to 3 weeks. The cost of this work was put aside
from job keeper payments received last year.
The quiz night was a great financial success raising over $3100. A big thank you to
Kate and Phil Grace for running the event and all those people who contributed
items, and for those of you who bid for items on the night.
With the quiz night out of the way we can now look forward to the Spicer Fair on
October 16th.
As this is our major
fundraising event I hope
we can all get behind it and
make it a huge success. There
will be more on this in the
coming weeks.
Brenton Niven
On Behalf of RAD
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One Out of the Box
Our June lunch was addressed by Alison Elliss, who
is the team leader for ‘Samaritan’s Purse’, which is
an international Christian aid organization providing
disaster relief and other good works. It is one of the
largest of its kind in the world.
Samaritan’s Purse has also operated ‘Operation
Christmas Child’ since 1983. This is a program in
which many members of Spicer have participated,
both as collectors and donors, over many years.
Under this program, collectors use local donations
to buy toys, clothing and school requisites which they put into Christmas boxes to be
transported to child recipients in many countries in time for Christmas. Local customs
procedures at the borders must be respected, so extreme care in packing boxes needs to
be taken: otherwise the whole consignment will not get through. Nine million children have
received gifts through this program since 1993.
The program reaches children in outback areas, orphanages, refuges for the blind, and
refugee camps, and is frequently administered by locally trained pastors. Participating
countries number more than one hundred and include Cambodia, Vietnam, Fiji and the
Solomon Islands. Vietnam prohibits reference to Christianity, but this is not the case with
Cambodia and other countries.
Alison’s presentation was sprinkled with touching stories: the orphan whose dearest
Christmas wish was ‘a parent’, and who was rewarded with a Christmas box, the donor
eventually adopting her; a naked child received clothing; a child threatened with having to
leave school through extreme poverty received a box full of school requisites; a shoeless
child whose torment at school was brought to an end by a box containing shoes.
There is also a ‘Greatest Journey’ program which teaches the Love of God through the Bible
in the local language. A graduate of this program has begun training for the ministry.
Operation Christmas Child and Samaritan’s Purse give the opportunity to support other
projects providing clean water and school construction. Such projects reduce sickness
and poverty, thereby promoting economic development though raising the productivity
of the labour force. Recently, an Italian hospital was supported during the Covid crisis in
that country.
As children, we in Australia were lucky enough to experience the unrestrained joy of
Christmas year after year, through the giving and receiving of gifts. Now, as adults, with
our own children grown up, we can continue to have this delightful experience through
Operation Christmas Child.
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Local Government Really Matters!
Our July meeting was addressed by Rosanna Busalin, the
Manager of Community Services provided by the City of
Norwood, Payneham and St Peters (NPSP), to which Spicer
belongs. St Peters council area used to be self governing
before its amalgamation with Norwood and Payneham. St
Peters is very small in area and population, and its former
council members strongly resisted amalgamation, arguing
that expensive equipment could always be hired from
others. However experience has shown the amalgamation
to be a great success for St Peters, with sympathetic care of
street trees, improved rubbish collection, and streetscapes
with extensive brick paving of cracked asphalt footpaths,
regular street sweeping, prompt collection of illegally
dumped litter, and magnificent extension of public parks,
playgrounds, swimming pools, wetlands, and libraries. In my
experience, problems raised by residents such as bee and
wasp infestations and illegal rubbish dumping are dealt with
promptly. Put simply, without amalgamation, these services
would not have been promptly available to St Peters with
its limited population, rate revenue, and staffing levels.
Residents will be familiar with the facts that NPSP supports the cycling Tour Down Under
and the local Christmas Pageant as well as child care and a Women’s Centre. There are also
programs to help the elderly remain in their home with support for home cleaning and
renovation. There are also free community bus services for shopping, computer training, and
large print facilities in libraries, as well as home delivery of books. Residents who do not
have computers and internet are also catered for.
The bywords of community services in NPSP are ‘Access’ and ‘Inclusion’ for its 37000
residents, many of whom are multicultural, young, elderly, and ‘disabled’, all of whom need
help in accessing services and being included in council programs. Rosanna emphasised that
‘access’ requires ‘inclusion’ which in turn requires ‘access’, including access to information. To
this end, the staff of NPSP regularly undergo access training, and now includes 23 members
who speak a foreign language.
The requirement to provide accessible and inclusive services is reinforced by state
legislation. There are now regulations governing access to public buildings which relate
to access ramps, steps, bannisters, width of access routes, visibility of notices, and the
provision of public toilets. There is a firm legal requirement for young people and those with
disabilities to also be served.
The quality of life in NPSP is clearly reflected in its property values, not just for grand homes
in heritage areas, but also for more modest single fronted homes and apartments. The
inclusion of St Peters in NPSP has clearly been a success!
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Our Nearest Neighbour
Our August lunch was treated to a fascinating review of the history, geography, language and
customs of Papua New Guinea by Roger Catchlove. Roger became a Patrol Officer at the
age of 19 in New Guinea when it was an Australian protectorate. Subsequently he served
as an accountant with his family in both Australia and that country.
The history of PNG and its contact with the West is a
story in itself. It began with the Portuguese in 1545, who
used the Malay word for ‘fuzzy hair’ to name Papuans.
The Dutch followed in 1660, colonising West New
Guinea. This area of West New Guinea is now ’Irian Jaya’
under the control of Indonesia, this control deriving from
the fact that what is now Indonesia ruled the area before
the coming of the Dutch in the 1600’s. It was successfully
argued that ALL of the Dutch empire in New Guinea
should be restored to Indonesian control.
In 1884 Germany colonised New Guinea, while in
1902 Britain annexed Papua and transferred the area
to Australian control in 1906, allowing us later to take
over the German controlled area in 1914 during World
War 1. Australian control was formalized and legitimised
by the League of Nations in 1921. Of course, Australian
control ended in the early stages of World War 2, with
the Japanese invasion and the loss of 692 Australian lives,
giving rise to the legend of the Kokoda Trail and the role
of ‘Fuzzy Wuzzy Angels’ in saving many more. After the
war, Australian control was restored with the approval of
the United Nations until formal independence in 1975.
Well before independence, Roger signed up as a Patrol Officer at the age of 19. This was a
job of immense power and responsibility for a young person: annual census taking, visiting
remote villages, dealing with medical and other emergencies etc. A big responsibility for one
so young, compounded by language and custom differences. No doubt, the current goodwill
towards Australia is due in large part to the dedication and work of many Australian Patrol
Officers over many decades.
We learned from Roger some of the complicated customs of PNG as well as the intricacies
of ‘Pidgin English’. Expeditions along the famous Kokoda Trail have also played a major role
in Roger’s life after he and his family lived in PNG while he worked as an accountant. Roger
showed us many impressive pictures of the mountain ranges, rivers and peaks of New
Guinea as well as the Kokoda trail itself.
Roger’s talk left us with enormous sympathy for the relatively new nation of Papua New
Guinea, and for our efforts to help PNG deal with the many difficulties it faces including
Covid, relations with Indonesia, and nation building among many diverse and isolated
communities.
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Sept 18
3pm –7pm

Spicer
Community
Connect

Activities
for all ages
followed by a
shared meal

Join the
rock choir

Learn
something

Card
making
Make
something

Makers
Market

$10 Adults
$5 Kids

44a Fourth Ave
St Peters
8363 3771
spicer.org.au

Board
games

Spicer

Spring
Fair

SATURDAY 16 OCTOBER
8:30
0AM–1:30PM

Jams & Cakes | Plants | Crafts
Pre-loved Books | Trash & Treasure
Devonshire Tea & Coffee | Sausage Sizzle

www.spicer.org.au
/SpicerUnitingChurch

44a Fourth Avenue
St Peters

Ministry Team
Minister
Rev Matthew Bond
0412 604 426
matthew@spicer.org.au
Office Administrator
Helen Lloyd
8362 3771
helen@spicer.org.au
Music Directors (Interim)
Sue Harding
Andrew Parkinson
Mike Whitehead
Pastoral Partners Team
Matthew Bond
Helen Lloyd
Margaret Scrimshaw
Prayer Chain Coordinator
Anne Wilson
0419 816 097
sarnia@internode.on.net
Playgroup Coordinator
Margaret Just
0417 475 383
Church Council
Jane Allen
Kate Argue
Cate Bond
Matthew Bond (Minister)
Sue Harding
Julia Lloyd-Jones (Sec)
Pam McEwin (Chair)
Emma Parkinson
Richard Young
RAD
Matthew Bond
Jane Cooke (Treas)
Stephen Diprose
Malcolm Germein
Warwick Jarrett
Darien Just
Chris May
Brenton Niven (Chair)
Tony Nobbs
Peter Wilson (Sec)
Spicer Matters
Anne Wilson
sarnia@internode.on.net
Sue Harding
susanharding@optusnet.com.au

44a Fourth Avenue, St Peters 5069
p/f: 8362 3771
e:
office@spicer.org.au
w: www.spicerchurch.org
hrs: Tue–Thur 9am–3.30pm; Fri 9am–2.30pm

