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From Matthew

We are entering a season of new growth.

“Behold! I am making all things new!”
(Revelation 21:5) This is a recurring theme throughout the scriptures. God is 
continually creating new life.

New growth comes in the spring 
as the cold conditions of winter are 
gently replaced by the warmth and 
light of the spring sun. The iris in 
our Biblical garden has decided that 
now is the time to burst into vibrant 
colour after months in the cold 
earth. New life is stunning.

New growth will come to our world 
as the effects of the covid-19 virus 
are brought under control and 
we learn how to live in our new 
circumstances.

New growth will come to Spicer 
Uniting Church as we look to God 
to guide us in this new season. This 
promise is found in Isaiah 44:3–5:
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‘For I will pour out water on the thirsty land
And streams on the dry ground;
I will pour out My Spirit on your offspring
And My blessing on your descendants; 
They will spring up like grass in a meadow,
  like poplar trees by fl owing streams.
Some will say, ‘I belong to the Lord’;
  others will call themselves by the name of Jacob;
still others will write on their 
hand, ‘The Lord’s,’
  and will take the name 
Israel.

The way forward begins with prayer ; regular prayer for God to guide us. We need 
personal prayer that is honest and allows time for God to respond. We need prayer 
for God to speak to us at our times when we gather together. We need courage 
to follow God’s guidance as the Holy Spirit speaks to us. We need commitment 
to follow through on the actions required to bring the new growth that God 
has planned.

Each one of us has been given the gifts and abilities needed at this time of new 
growth. The spiritual gifts found in scripture are; Administration; Being an apostle; 
Discernment; Evangelism; Exhortation; Faith; Giving; Healing; Helps; Hospitality; 
Knowledge; Leadership; Mercy; Prophecy; Serving; Speaking in tongues; Teaching 
(sometimes known as shepherding) and Wisdom. As you read through this list may 
God remind you of the gifts that you have already received and how you may use 
them at this time.

May the peace of God guide us all,

Matthew
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Just COS
Just COS will recommence 
meeting on Wednesday 
12 August. Our meeting 
times are from 10am 
to 2pm. Please bring your 
own lunch.

Due to the disinfecting requirements 
imposed by Covid-19 restrictions, we are 
asking you to also bring all your own equipment and 
materials. The equipment and materials at the church will 
not be available for use as disinfecting some of these items is 
very diffi cult and time consuming. We will advise you when these 
items are again available for use.
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Pastoral Partners
I am sorry to inform you that we need to cancel our Pastoral Partners training 
session on Monday 10 August as our guest speaker has had to cancel. However, we 
still plan to hold our training session on Monday 9 November, where we will be 
hearing from the chaplain at the RAH.

We also plan to acknowledge our Pastoral Partners in the service on Sunday 
23 August. This has been brought forward from our usual time in November due to 
the extra effort put in by our Pastoral Partners during the Covid-19 pandemic. We 
also intend to acknowledge the extra effort that has been put in by Church Council 
during this time. We would appreciate as many people as possible at church on that 
day to show our appreciation.
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Over 20 attended our fi rst meeting back since March of this year, 
and it was a delight from start to fi nish. We greeted visitors 
Geoff and Bev Peters, who have said they will be returning. 
We were warm and cosy in the Mark room which Graham 
Lloyd so kindly set up for us, coming to help with very short 
notice. Michelle Moore had spent many hours the previous 
day, cleaning mugs, glasses etc to make it all safe for us as she 
served out the drinks. She also brought some lovely poems 
and sayings to share.

Interspersed with eating our own brought food, we heard 
some enlightening Covid time stories. While clearing in the 
family home, with his sister Audine moving to Walkerville Aged 
Care, John Hague came across many historic items including a 
London newspaper telling of Lieutenant James Cooke ready to 

sail off to the other side of the world, complete with his photo. 
And also a Hague’s leafl et from their store at Mitcham many years 

ago. June Pearce spoke of her cancelled trip on the Ghan, and hopes 
to do this journey next year. Somehow it developed 
into a story of her husband’s relatives in the 
Walkerville Wesleyan Cemetery, with Geoff 
and Bev adding many stories of relatives 
there as well.

Psalm 13 was read by Teresita 
Bentick for our Devotions, being 
very applicable for this time.  We 
went ahead with the Birthday Cake 
process as one of our members, 
Wesley, is turning 80 this month. 
Sadly, he had to ring us and tell us 
he was not well enough at the last 
minute. We did go ahead and Joan 
Atkinson kindly played Happy Birthday on 
the piano, for us to hum.



On with the Covid stories with 
Jeff Byerley telling us of extra 
time for sending kind messages 
to many via email, or walking 
along the streets, and speaking 
to all who passed.  Diana 
Thorpe enjoying not having 
to rush in the mornings. We 
are to be treated to her Life 
Story, as she will be our Guest 
Speaker at our next meeting on 
20th August.

We look forward to seeing you 
there.
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0412 604 426
matthew@spicer.org.au

Offi ce Administrator
Helen Lloyd
c/- Offi ce
helen@spicer.org.au

Music Director

Pastoral Partners & 
Prayer Chain Coordinator
Anne Wilson
0419 816 097
sarnia@internode.on.net

Playgroup Coordinator
Margaret Just
0417 475 383

Church Council
Jane Allen
Kate Argue
Matthew Bond (Minister)
Jane Cooke (Treas)
Sue Harding
Warwick Jarrett (Sec)
Julia Lloyd-Jones
Pam McEwin (Chair)
Jill Miller
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Deadline for next issue
Please have all articles to Anne by Sun 25 October
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