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From Matthew
A psalm.

1 Sing to the LORD a new song,
 for he has done marvellous things;
his right hand and his holy arm
 have worked salvation for him.

2 The LORD has made his salvation known
 and revealed his righteousness to the nations.

3 He has remembered his love
 and his faithfulness to Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen
 the salvation of our God. (Psalm 98:1–3 New International Version)

Thank you for your participation in our ministry conversations on Sunday the 
16th of May. This was a wonderful time of shared ideas about the way we serve 
together as a local church. We honoured those who have faithfully used their time 
and talents here in years gone by. We are grateful for those who continue to serve 
here and now. We look to the future and imagine what God is calling us to do and 
be in the years ahead.

Our vision statement simply states that we seek to explore, connect and worship 
as we work towards a world where God is glorifi ed. On Sunday, we saw this 
statement in action. There were lots of conversations as people talked about what 
we do. There were good connections as we shared our hopes and dreams. And 
there was worship in the form of response as we saw what God is calling us to do.

Mark Schultz did a great job of coordinating this time. Mark serves in the Synod 
offi ce of the Uniting Church of South Australia as the Mission Resourcing Team 
Leader. He has a wealth of experience in helping the local church in mission.

On Wednesday night, just three days after the ministry conversations, Mark 
presented a progress report to the Church Council. It had a long name, but 
contained excellent insights into what had been said and heard on Sunday.

The Church Council prayed and worked with Mark to answer the question – 
where to from here? This is still a work in progress and Mark will be back to help 
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us develop our plans further. These fi ve ideas from the congregation have been 
affi rmed by the Elders as ones that will help us move into the future together.
• Bring our communities together – Sunday Service, Messy Church, Playgroup, 

hirers and others
• Deepen and increase our Bible Studies/Small Groups
• Extend the Music Ministry as an outreach
• Skills training around our ministry needs and desires
• Men’s Ministry

Underlining these ideas is the principle that we do not need to do more, but rather 
we are to focus our existing efforts in these areas. Our greatest assets are our 
people. Each one of us is gifted with talents and abilities to serve God here. We are 
each given 24 hours in a day and the desire to use that time wisely. May we each 
determine how God is calling us to enable God’s glory to be seen in our lives.

Please continue to pray, discuss and act on what God is calling us to do together.

God bless,

Matthew
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Messy Church at Spicer UC – Where to from here?

After a term of research as outlined in the March 2021 edition of Spicer Matters, 
and also taking on board all we learned from the recent Ministry Discussions with 
Mark Shultz, Church Council made a fi nal decision at their meeting on May 19th to 
discontinue Messy Church at Spicer UC. 

I would like to thank the amazing team of volunteers who have supported this 
venture as we reached out to the local and wider community and encouraged 
them to worship in a different way. We had so much fun designing games, crafts 
and other activities which connected to messages refl ecting God’s love for us 
all. Matthew Bond brought his own skills to the role of enthusiastic participant 
in activities, keen listener to those wanting to chat and then bringing the theme 
together in the Celebration times. Of course there was always something very 
special from Graham Lloyd for those who want to tinker and create! It was my 
privilege to use a love of teaching and creative ideas to help along the way, following 
in the footsteps of those who had set things going before I joined the team. Special 
mention needs to be made of the commitment of Marilyn Cowley and Michelle 
Moore, who prepared a meal for everyone each time we met, supported by their 
team of kitchen helpers. I cannot begin to name all those who have contributed 
to Messy Church, but know that each and every contribution has been greatly 
appreciate by Spicer and all those who joined us at Messy Church over the years. 

So…where to now? I am excited by the values we established as important to 
Spicer UC in the recent Ministry Discussions and can see lots of new opportunities 
for building relationships, sharing skills, and connecting with the local community. 
While some great ideas have begun to develop, no decisions have been made so 
please come and see me if you want to talk about future directions. 

Sue Harding
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Joining the enthusiastic group who prepare soup during the winter months means 
you are providing practical support to a diverse group of people, and taking an 
opportunity to give something back to the 
community in a friendly, relaxed environment. 
The reason for our efforts is to help 
supply a free, nutritious evening meal 
to people who are homeless, socially 
disadvantaged or on very low incomes. 
We do this through the Adelaide 
Day Centre, based in Moore St in 
the city, and their mobile soup kitchen 
which visits some key spots each evening 
(except Saturdays) between May and early 
October. 

In 2020 restrictions meant that our wonderful volunteer makers of soup worked 
alone in their own kitchens so we could continue to donate to the work of the 
Day Centre. This year we’re able to get back together once a month in the Spicer 

UC kitchen. Not only is there an excellent sense of 
purpose for this ministry and amazing servant hearts 

shown, the cheerful and relaxed environment 
encourages relationships which are valued by 
all. Carmen and her helpers are committed to 
this important outreach to the wider Adelaide 
community. Support from Spicer comes through 

donations of ingredients, support with setting up, 
help to chop/saute/stir… or cleaning up afterwards 

on soup-making evenings at Spicer in what to all 
observers seems a well-rehearsed routine. 

The Day Centre also welcomes offers of help in the rosters for the mobile 
soup kitchen. This will suit those who might have excellent 
communication skills and an understanding and empathy 
for people from diverse backgrounds, while also showing 
a non-judgemental approach. See Carmen Grzesik for 
details about who to talk to about this, or speak to 
Brenton Niven about his experiences helping in this way. 

Why is soup-making important to 
Spicer Uniting Church?
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Building Bridges for Peace Between Christians and Jews

Our March lunch 
was addressed by 
Jo Sarah Stanford, a 
member of Bridges 
for Peace, a Christian 
organization 
devoted to building 
relationships 
between Christians 
and Jews in Israel and 
all over the world. 
Fortunately, Jo’s 
mother was also able 
to attend, and she 
introduced Jo to us. 

In 2018, Jo spent 
eleven months 

living in Israel and visited many of the sites which are both holy to the Jews and part of the 
Christian heritage derived from the Old Testament. 

Bridges for Peace is very much a social welfare organization in Israel which plays a vital role 
in alleviating poverty, particularly in Jerusalem, and in helping Israelis cope with constant 
threat of rocket attacks from outside Israel’s borders. One particular group needing constant 
food and companionship is the 200,000 elderly survivors of the Holocaust. For example, 
children who were liberated from concentration camps in 1945 at the ages of 5 through 
15 years would now be aged ‘only’ between 80 and 90. Another important group needing 
help and companionship are members of the continuous fl ow of migrants to Israel. In 
serving the needs of these people, Bridges for Peace helps supply 23,000 meals per month 
in Israel.

Much of Jo’s talk described the threat from rocket attacks, of which there were 1,700 during 
her 11 month stay in Israel. The southern part of Israel has only 15 minutes’ warning of an 
impending attack. So bomb shelters are a vital facility, and Bridges for Peace has supplied 
many for people at risk. Equally important, the organization has played a role in making 
shelters ‘child friendly’, as well as running camps for children.

We are grateful to Jo for showing us how Bridges for Peace helps reduce the pain for 
Israelis of the memories of the Holocaust and the Israeli-Arab confl ict.
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The Role of the Uniting Church in Foreign Aid

Our April lunch was addressed by Lesley Williams, 
an Ambassador for ‘UnitingWorld’, and a member 
of Broadview Uniting Church. ‘UnitingWorld’ is the 
international aid and partnership agency of the Uniting 
Church of Australia, and is accredited with the Australian 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, and with the 
Australian Council for International Development.

The Ambassadors Program is staffed entirely by 
volunteers and works with overseas communities in the 
areas of poverty alleviation, gender equality, social justice 
and disaster response etc. in 14 different countries. 
There is no aim to convert to Christian beliefs, but to 
work in partnership with local organizations in these 
areas of critical importance. Funds are raised in Australia 
from local congregations at throughout the year and 
especially during Christmas, Easter and at the end of the 
fi nancial year.

Some recent examples of projects include: school books for India, chickens, goats and seed 
projects in Indonesia, a food project in East Timor, tree plantations, and growing beans in 
Papua New Guinea. There is also a clean water project in PNG which involves collecting rain 
water from the roof of a purpose-built structure and piping water into the nearby village. 
Obviously, thatched roofs cannot collect rainwater effi ciently!

The ‘Women in Ministry’ project involves fi nancing overseas training for ministry who then 
return to responsible positions in their local community. The sum of $40,000 was recently 
raised for this project.

In recent years Lesley travelled to South India to work with the local Church of South India 
in restoring church buildings. She also visited orphanages and organized the purchase of 
cows for local milk production.

In the area of micro fi nance, women in PNG have been successfully taught to operate a 
small business fi nanced with a small repayable loan at 1 per cent interest. However such 
projects are no longer so popular, because they are seen as helping individuals rather than 
the community as a whole. Lesley also pointed out that corruption is a problem where 
government is involved. There is also a damaging tendency for males to dominate and abuse 
females in many of these societies where projects are executed.

Finally, Lesley noted that the Uniting Church does not follow the World Vision model of 
providing sponsorship for individuals, as opposed to sponsoring communities.

We are very grateful to Lesley for showing us how the Uniting Church is helping our 
foreign brethren.
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The Sound of Music

At our May lunch we were entertained by six Middle School vocal students from Pembroke 
School along with their teacher, Charmaine Jones, who impressively and energetically 
accompanied and led her students on the piano.

Pembroke’s Choral and Vocal program incorporates students from Years 2 to 12. Students 
take part in concert, chamber and jazz choirs as well as developing their skills as vocal 
soloists. Charmaine Jones, Coordinator of Choirs and Singing at Pembroke School, is an 
internationally recognised performer, vocal educator, arranger & choral conductor. In her 
spare time, Charmaine teaches, arranges and presents productions through her own 
company, Gospo Enterprises. Kerry Wilson, a member of the Spicer UC music team, takes 
joy from being part of Charmaine’s choir.

The programme included Australian and international songs from a range of musical eras, 
touched by Charmaine’s love of Jazz.  Included were ‘What is This Thing Called Love?’, ‘All 
of Me’, ‘Meet Me in the Middle of the Air’, ‘Old Devil Moon’ and Paul Kelly’s version of ‘The 
Lord is My Shepherd’. Particularly moving was a tribute to those who served our country in 
war,  ‘In Flanders’ Fields’, but it seems the favourite for the afternoon was a lovely rendition 
of ‘Let There Be Peace on Earth’. 

As a treat the guests sang an impromptu version of ‘Amazing Grace’ in which we were all  
invited to join.

We are enormously grateful to the students and their teacher for a very pleasant afternoon. 
We are also indebted to our resident musician, Sue Harding, for making the arrangements 
which allowed this event to happen.



Just COS is a group that meets together regularly, with 
our various crafts, for a time of crafting as a group. There 
are a number of people who attend regularly, while others may 
drop in to complete a project. 

We meet from 10 am on the second and fourth 
Wednesdays each month (excepting January and the 

fourth Wednesday 
in December). 
Each person 
brings the craft 
they intend to 
work on that 
day – and they 
can be many 
and varied. 

A devotional is 
read over a ‘bring 

your own’ lunch, and we stay as long as someone with a 
key is still there to lock up!

Although not all crafts are pictured 
here, we have had people bring in 
painting, diamond art, crochet (including 
a wedding dress, no less), sewing, card 
making, spinning wool, embroidery, 
knitting and colouring.

This is a fun time of fellowship and everyone 
is welcome.

Just COS



We enjoyed a wonderful Easter Sights and Sounds time of 
worship, drama and connecting with our local community this year.

Once again, a special thank 
you to Margaret Just for 
her energy, creativity and 
leadership with this amazing ministry that is so deeply ingrained in the identity of who we are 
as Spicer Uniting Church. Margaret was blessed with many willing helpers along the way. Our 
gratitude to Michelle Moore for her support alongside Margaret and Marilyn Cowley who 
does such an amazing work with the costume department. 

Well done to all our actors! You each did your part 
to make our performances so engaging. Andrew 
Parkinson gave us an amazing insight into our 
Lord and Saviour as he played the role of Jesus so 
passionately. Thank you Andrew.

This year was unique as we told the Easter story 
through our worship services over four days, 
starting with Palm Sunday, on to Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday and the grand fi nale on Easter Sunday 
morning.

I have vivid memories of this event; our magnifi cent 
donkey, the children sitting at Jesus’ feet, sharing 
Communion with Jesus, Jesus stumbling under the 
burden of the cross 

and then the little boy dancing outside as we all sang “The 
stone’s been rolled away” on Easter Sunday morning. 
I hope you have similar memories to cherish.

We all look forward to Easter Sights and Sounds 
again in 2022.

God bless,
Matthew
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